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"Should  I  buy  some   meat  for  this   evening,   now
that	"
" No, no. I eat too much meat as it is. Don't bother. a.u revoir, Madame Schiitz.**
They started eating.
" As for me," said Clanricard slowly, " I see well enough
how the present crisis is to be explained, in part, and where
it may lead us. But that impression of chaos which you
mentioned just now -1 still have it as much as ever. At
least, I have an impression of confused appetites ; of
harassed people in a hurry to do somebody else a bad turn
and always afraid of their neighbour's getting ahead of
them. And then there are popular passions, blind passions ;
national fanaticisms, of which obviously some leaders make
use to forward their schemes, but	"
" Oh yes, of course you are right. I am not such a fool as to think that the situation has become simplified all at once. But look at it in this way — it's rather like the story of a betrayed husband who, up to a certain point, has had nothing but vague suspicions. One fine day a certain number of indications fit in so well, harmonise so eloquently - the personality of his rival, his wife's hours of
absence, the wheedling with which she has plied him	
In short, the hypothesis that he is a cuckold takes shape as clearly as Galileo's theory. . . . Put yourself in his place."
" But then," asked Clanricard, who felt like laughing, but
did not dare, " your explanation	"
" Oh, it doesn't belong to me. I might say that it came to me of itself. And, once more, I give it to you for what it is worth. We begin with the Turkish revolution and the state of Europe at that time. For Germany and Austria-Hungary the Young Turk revolution has been a great disappointment ; because they were associated with the old regime; because, thanks to the somnolence of the Old Turks, they could plan getting a grip on the East in the direction of the Persian Gulf; and because this revolution seemed to them to play the game, more or less, of the so-called liberal powers, France and England, and indirectly

